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French Energy Policy: from Independence to Interdependence
• French energy policy has always been characterized by the pursuit of independence from foreign countries. Since the oil crisis in the 1970s, France has increasingly promoted the development of nuclear energy. The renaissance of nuclear energy in Europe and the world further strengthens France's position in the energy realm.
• Since 1995, European deregulation processes have forced the French government to partially privatize some public enterprises. Nevertheless, compared to other European countries, the states' share in big energy trading companies like EDF remains high in France.
• Energy and Climate Policy is among the priorities of the French EU Presidency.
Due to the global financial crisis, the French government, however, had to truncate some of its ambitious proposals in this area.
• France particularly tries to improve the security of energy supplies. Therefore, Paris emphasizes the need for better coordination among European member states in the import of natural gas, especially from Russia. 
